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UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC, Stockton, California 95204

DR. WILLIAM F. BYRON

by Leah Reich
William Fitzgerald Byron was
born June 15, 1892, in Johns
town, Pennsylvania. He died
November 21, 1968, in Stockton,
California. Those who knew him
well will never forget him, for
he is not a forgettable charac
ter.
As with all great men, Wil
liam
Byron's life search for pro
ctedbr'
•uitmea gress and wisdom will not end
i. Foreir with his death, but will continue
for a long time to come. His
en "i
swimiit death is not the period at the
If-scholi- end of the sentence, but merely
icultp a comma; and as with all paus
es, there is a time of contem
op (
plation—the contemplation of
things past, things present, and
things future.
ung
Byron's Past
is a
Byron
was
educated at the
ood teani
University
of Pennsylvania
;elves it
where
he
received
his B.S., the
able fat
Chicago
School
of
Civics and
iv and c:
diplonie Philanthropy where he received
ingatbi his certificate, and the Univers
ity of Chicago where he did his
has sis
graduate work.
amsait
His professional career began
a die ii
in 1915 when he served as Direc
that b£t
tor of Boys Work at University
e notr;
Settlement and. of the Univers
ity Student Employment Bureau
at the University of Pennsylvan
ia. Later he did War Prisoner's
Aid Work in England under the
auspices of the International
Committee of the Y.M.C.A. (19171918) and served as a member
of the Friends' Reconstruction
Unit in France (1918-1919).
In (*919, he served as a person
al secretary to Jane Addams,
later becoming Business Mana
ger of Hull House. From 1924 to
1926, he served as the Assis
tant Head Resident of Hull
House while at the same time
working as an instructor at the
University of Chicago and as a
part - time instructor at North
western University. Finally, in
1927, he became an Assistant
iaffP"
Professor at Northwestern.
Included in the long list of
professional organizations he be
longed to are the American So
ciological Society, the Mid-West
Sociological Society, Alpha Kap
pa Delta, the American Associa
tion of University Professors,
the National Association of So
cial Workers, the National Con
ference of Social Work, the Na
tional Probation and Parole As
sociation, and the International
Criminological Society. His fine
record of public service can
be seen through the endless list
of committees and associations
with which he worked.

1892 - -1968

Byron in the Future
William Byron's work will not
be forgotten with his death.
Neither will his memory. As a
scholar and a thinker, he was
far ahead of his time; the
changes he incited were no less
than formidable. As a man, Bill
Byron was dynamic. His ever
lasting zest for living showed
through every aspect of his per
sonality. With more stories to
tell about more things he had
done than some could ever
imagine, he delighted everyone
with his salt and pepper humor.
Through his keen awareness of
people's feelings, he could relate
to all people as human beings.
With students he took on the
role of a friend and a counselor.
Although he could put them in
their place if need be, he tried
to deal with them on a one-toone basis, helping them with
their personal problems.

William Byron's death came
quickly. He had been active all
morning, and did not call his
doctor to complain of chest
pains until mid-afternoon. With
all his strength of character, he
took a taxi to his doctor's office
from which he was immediately
rushed to St. Joseph's Hospital.
While under intensive care, he
died within the hour of an
acute coronary attack.
No one but the doctors knew
of his death at the time. He had
died alone, without friends or
family. To quote a student of
his, "He was a soldier and he
had to die with his boots on."

As a speaker, Byron was fire
and brimstone. From his numer
ous speaking engagements with
educational groups and his
many appearances on radio and
television programs to his last
lecture before a rotary club a
few days before his death, By
ron knew "the way you've got
to tell them." He knew how to
communicate the message.
Byron's Present at UOP

William Byron first came to
UOP to substitute for Dr. David
Bruner, Professor of Sociology,
who was on a year's sabbatical
leave. After Dr. Bruner return
ed, Byron went away for one
year and was then brought back
by the university as a visiting
Professor. While teaching at
UOP, the contributions Byron
made in the field of sociology
are without a doubt, most out
standing.

Byron is best known for his
program on the screening of
paroles. The program which be
gan with less than ten students,
now includes over a hundred.
In the beginning stages it con
sisted of the sending of coedu
cational student groups to two
institutions where they would
work with juvenile delinquents.
After receiving a research
grant from the Oaks Founda
tion, Professor Byron limited
his teaching load to his correc
tions class only, which was the
basis of his program, and then
began to spend the majority of
his time on the program itself.
Working closely with individual
wards, Byron began to bring
paroles out of the institutions to
live with him. This project came
to be one of the most instrumen
tal programs in the parole re
visions of the state of Califor
nia.

William Byron's work and wis
dom will not end with his death,
but will surely extend far into
the future. So much can be said
about him. Yet, he said so little
about himself.

•• •
This article tells a bit of that
story he would never tell him
self. Yet, to end in the way he
would want, there could be no
better quote that the following:
Death comes once, let it be easy.
Ring one bell for me once, let it
go at that,
Or ring no bell at all, better yet.
Sing one song if I die.
Sing John Brown's Body or
Shout All Over GOD'S Heaven,
Or sing nothing at all,
yet.

better

Death comes once, let it be easy.
-Carl Sandburg

BYRON'S WORK
AT O.H. CLOSE
Dr. William Byron began tak
ing twelve of his sociology stu
dents to the Preston School of
Industry in lone for weekly vis
its with the inmates in 1964.
Since then the program has
developed into a nationally
known program that has 85-90
UOP Sociology students visiting
Preston and the new O.H. Close
School for Boys on a weekly
basis.
The O.H. Close School is the
first completed unit of the new
Northern California YoUtah Cen
ter complex which will eventual
ly consist of twelve seperate
treatment institutions. The Close
School houses 400 boys, ranging
in age from 14-19.
The program was founded
originally to discover what ef
fect close association with col
lege students would have on the
wards (as delinquent boys are
called) and to expose the stu
dents to the institutional world
of the delinquent. The success
of the program was immediately
apparent to the staff of the
Youth Authority.
Allen Breed, Superintendent
of the Northern California
Youth Center, said, "The great
est good of this program comes
from the reduction in social bar
riers that normally exis between
a correctional institution and a
civilian community. The stu
dents share their hobbies and
talents with the wards, discuss
problems common to all young
people and continually hold out
a helping hand to those who are
badly in need of someone who
cares."
The program is carefully struc
tured. The UOP students go to
the school on Tuesday evenings
early. They have a leisurely din
ner in which the college stu
dents and inmates converse on
subjects of common interest. Af
ter dinner, some of the students
and their hosts attend interest
groups in handicrafts or aca
demic subjects.
The program's success is best
seen in a letter a paroled inmate
of O.H. Close sent to a UOP So
ciology student that had work
ed with him for several months.
He addressed the letter "To Miss
Wonderful."
"Thanks to you I am sure I'll
make it on the streets because
I understand people better, and
I now understand that other
people are human too. Just the
short time I've known you has
made me a better guy."

December 4, 1%
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In the thirty years since Bill
Byron became an instant friend,
and for several years a colleague
at Northwestern University and
University of the Pacific, what
stand out about him are his
courage, his sense of justice,
and his concern for people as
people.

an
introduction...
On Sunday November 24, 1968
a community gathered in Mor
ris Chapel to celebrate the life
and mourn the death of William
F. Byron. The format of this
memorial service came from Mr.
Byron's own religious heritage
in the Society of Friends.
Out of the silence those who
knew and loved him spoke their
feelings. The spirit of the man
himself shone through their
words.
Four men who have known
and worked with Mr. Byron have
searched their own silences to
find a few words that somehow
grasp the essence of this man.
Listen to your own silence as
you read what men reflect about
a Friend who is gone.

The boys and staff of the Nor
thern California Youth Center
have lost a dedicated friend with
the passing of Professor William
Byron. This kind, gentle man
worked tirelessly to let these
young men know that they were
not forgotten, and by his exam
ple, was an inspiration to our
staff.
Through his imaginative and
compassionate involvement of
the UOP student volunteers, he
also helped the students devel
op a deeper understanding of
social problems and the need
for personal commitment and
involvement in solving them.
From the inception of the
Northern California Youth Cen
ter, it was Director Allen Breed's
purpose to break down the tra
ditional walls between Correc
tional Facilities and the Com
munity. Professor Byron and
scores of UOP students made
this dream a reality. In doing
so, they enriched the lives and.
gave new hope to countless
young men.
Professor Byron will be sore
ly missed, but the progressive
programs he created will go on
as a constant memorial to his
essential humanity.
ALBERT ANDERSON

Professor William Byron came
to the University several years
ago from Chicago with a nation
al reputation in his field. Imme
diately he became sensitive to
the matter of involving students
with those who needed help.
The result was an outstanding
program at the Preston School
of Industry at lone, as well as
at the O.H. Close and the Karl
Holton Schools, south of Stock
ton. The great proof of his con
tagion in this manner has been
the hundreds of students who
have given their time to work
for an ideal.
This man was an excellent
example of a fine academican,
as well as one who reflected in
the greater community the kinds
of things he taught in the Class
room.
—Robert E. Burns

As a conscientous objector
imprisoned by the Army in
World War I, when the draft
law made no provision for con
science and he knew of no ad
visors or even others who believ
ed as he did — matters came to
the point where his command
ing officer told him one even
ing that he had until morning
to decide: take up a gun or be
shot.
"I had no reason to think he
didn't mean it," Bill told me.
At the end of a sleepness night,
he said to the commander. "I
will not pick up a gun; shoot
me." In telling me, he said, "I
have never been afraid since."
Bill Byron is still with us in
the hundreds of people to whom
his life has made a difference.
David K. Bruner
Professor of Sociology

In the Fall of 1962, Professor
Byron came to this campus as
a replacement for Professor Da
vid Bruner who was on sabbati
cal in Japan. After retiring from
Northwestern University some
years earlier, Professor Byron
had been taking annual appoint
ments at different universities
throughout the country. Some
representative names would be
University of Cincinnati, Bucknell, Namona, University of
Montana, and De Paun. Follow
ing his first year at Pacific, Pro
fessor Byron about a year at the
University of Missouri.
The following year, when Dr.
Harold Jacoby became Dean of
the College of the Pacific, Pro
fessor Byron was invited to ac
cept a temporary appointment
in the Department of Sociology
once again. For the first time
since leaving Northwestern, Pro
fessor Byron decided to return
to a school for a second time.
I believe this decision rested
upon two fundamental things:
first, the genuine pleasure he
had enjoyed in the company of
his colleagues in all the depart
ments on the second floor of
Bannister Hall and, second, the
favorable conditions for an ex
perimental program involving

William F. Byron Youth Service Fund
The Close-Preston program established by the
late Professor William F. Byron is in danger of being
closed down due to insufficient funds. This program,
a college-wide activity, has been founded through a
special grant.
In order to continue this program, the William F.
Byron Youth Service Fund has been set up by the
family of Professor Byron. Contributions to this fund
are a fitting memorial and lasting tribute to a fine
man.

the interaction of students with
wards of the California YourAuthority.
Encouraged by Mr. Alien
Breed, the Superintendent «
the Preston School of Industry
and aided by the devoted assis.
tance of Mr. Robin Larrison
then a social worker at Preston
Mr. Byron pioneered the pro
gram which he had wished to
start for so many years. The ob
taining of a grant from the
Oakes Foundation in San Fran
Cisco allowed Professor Byron
to stay on at Pacific as the Director of this unique program in
the life of the university.
It is impossible adequately to
characterize the contribution of
Professor Byron during his
years at Pacific. Professors, stu
dents, and wards of the CYA
all benefited in numerous ways
from his wit, and devotion.
While one could comment end
lessly upon ingenuity with
which he prodded each group
into critical thought and per
sonal growth, I think that his
most oustanding quality was his
willingness to take 'risks' where
human relationships were con
cerned.
In a selfless way he gambled
his time and energy by investing
in students and wards who of
ten seemed most unpromising
by ordinary standards of at
eme. He did not always win, but
he made no excuses for his los
ses and seldom, if ever, did he
give up the belief that his in
vestment in a young person
would eventually "pay off." It is
this optimism and. faith in the
endless capacity of every man
that I believe to be his most
significant gift to those of us
who were fortunate enough to
have been his associates in his
final years.
Prof. M. Lewis Mason
Chairman, Dept. of Sociology

Prof. William F. Byron was a
man who listened a great deal,
and rationed his own comments.
Those who were close to him
know that he taught by asking
questions rather than giving or
ders. He would express his own
opinions briefly, usually with
understatement and vigorous
logic, often combined with wry
wit.
He was excited and delighted
this fall when Phi Alpha fra
ternity accepted, as a house pro
ject, structured involvement
with the California Youth Au
thority. As we develop the de
tails of this project, he proved
to be a wise counselor and a
superior friend. Though reti
cence Was his style, listening to
him effected me deeply.
Bill Byron had so much to
give, and gave it very well —
and I know, is giving it still.
"Blessed are the pure in heart:
for they shall see God."

Superintendent

Richard K. Williams II

Northern Calif. Youth Center

Dean of Men
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